Using SentiStrength Java on a Mac
New Macs all have Java pre-installed, so the task is to get Java to run SentiStrength.

1. First download the SentiStrength_Data.zip file from the sentistrength.wlv.ac.uk web site, after registering to download the Windows version. Please make a note of where it downloads too – normally a folder called “Downloads” that is a subfolder of your main user folder in the Mac. Please download SentiStrength.jar to the same folder for simplicity.

2. Start the Terminal application: To open Terminal, navigate to your Applications folder, open Utilities, and double click on Terminal. This gives Unix-like command line access to the files in the Mac. If this doesn’t mean anything to you then essentially it means that you can’t use the mouse but have to type short text commands instead. IMPORTANT: Everything may be case-sensitive so please type the commands below exactly as they are written.
3a. Navigate to the folder containing SentiStrength.jar and the SentiStrength_Data folder. This is probably done by typing the following command (and pressing return):

cd Downloads

Here cd means “change directory” or “change folder” and it changes the default folder from the initial one (probably your home folder) to the sub-folder Downloads
3b. Check that you have set the correct folder as the “working directory” by entering the command:

ls

This is the list command which lists all the files and folders in the working directory. If the list contains SentiStrength.jar and SentiStrength_Data then go to step 4. If not, go to step 3c.

3c. Try to navigate to your Downloads folder (or other folder where you saved SentiStrength_Data and SentiStrenth.jar) using the cd (change directory) command and using the pwd (print working directory – see 4. below) and ls commands to help you. This is really trial and error.

4. Find the name of the “working directory” by entering the command:

pwd

This is the “print working directory” command and it gives the full name of the current directory. This starts with a slash and may be something like /usr/Downloads
Step 5 assumes that your working directory is /usr/Downloads but if it is something different then please replace the /usr/Downloads with something else

5. Test SentiStrength by entering the following command (case sensitive, all on one line, and please enter the working directory name very carefully and exactly, with a slash at the end).

java -jar SentiStrength.jar sentidata /usr/Downloads/SentiStrength_Data/ text love+u

Note that there is a space before –jar, -SentiStrength, sentidata, /usr, text, and love but nowhere else.

This should produce the result 3 -1. If it prints out a page of information instead, please check that you have spelt everything correctly and have the correct case for everything and try again.
6. To try out other tasks now that you have got SentiStrength working, see the main Java manual for SentiStrength.

